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May We Be Humble Like Mary 
For years I have enjoyed teaching and preaching on the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke.  After 

opening the Gospel bearing his name, Luke reports the annunciation of the birth of John the Baptist 

to Zechariah and describes the difficulty Zechariah had believing what the angel, Gabriel, told him 

would come to pass.  You see, Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were old and well past the child-

bearing years.  To hear the angel tell him he and Elizabeth were going to be parents was, wellévery 

hard to fathom.  Zechariah was skeptical.  How can I be sure of this?  Iõm an old man and my wife is 

well along in years (Lk. 1:18). 

 

And then there was a young virgin living in Nazareth who was pledged to be married to a man named 

Joseph.  She also had been visited by the same angel of the Lord and was told she was going to give 

birth to the Son of God.  She was even given directions to name the child Jesus (Lk. 1:31).  Mary 

didnõt doubt the words of the angel.  She did have one question though: How will this be since I am a 

virgin (Lk. 1:34)?  The angel answered Maryõs question by explaining to her that the Holy Spirit would 

come upon her and overshadow her so that the holy one born to her would be the Son of God.  

Maryõs response to the angelõs explanation was simple: I am the Lordõs servant.  May it be to me as 

you have said (Lk. 1:39). 

 

I want to share with you a number of passages from Martin Lutherõs Christmas Book edited by 

renowned Luther scholar, Roland Bainton, where Luther makes commentary on the simple and 

faithful response of Mary upon hearing the news regarding the birth of Jesus from her own womb. 

 

The Angel Gabriel, after informing Mary that she was herself to become a mother while yet a virgin, 

conveyed the almost equally unbelievable news that her kinswoman Elisabeth had conceived in her 

old age and was already in her sixth month.  Mary then arose and went into the hill country with 

haste, into a city of Juda; and entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.  

  

We observe that she went by the hill country, not by the plain.  The journey would take her all of 

three days.  We do not know the precise destination, for although Zacharias was a priest, he was 

not under the necessity of residing in Jerusalem.  He was a poor priest, and we are not to think of 

Elisabeth as in a much more exalted station than Mary. 

 

The Evangelist Luke advisedly inserted those words òwith haste.ó  Mary was full of faith, love, and 

modesty.  When she knew that her cousin Elisabeth was with child, she had no peace until she had 

gone to her.  She went with joy, love, and humility, but the chief reason was the word of the angel 

and that she believed it. 

 

And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 

womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 

Blessed art thou among women.  Then Mary broke forth into singing.  Her song is called the 

Magnificat because it begins with the words: My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath 

rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.   

  

Of Maryõs faithful response Luther writes, See how purely she leaves all to God, and claims for 

herself no works, honor, or reputation.  She behaves just as she did before any of this was hersñ

seeks no greater honor, is not puffed up, vaunts not herself, calls out to no one that she is the 

mother of God, but goes into the house and acts just as beforeñmilks cows, cooks, scrubs the 

kettles, and sweeps the house like any housemaid or housemother in the most menial tasks, as if 



 

 



 

 

Transfers Out 
Jean Heibel and 

Thomas and Susan Blahak 

To Messiah Lutheran 

Longmont, CO 

 
Ralph and Sharon Ohlmeier 

Erin and Kaleb 

To Grace Lutheran 

Parker, CO 

 

Kristine Amereller & Noah 

To Epiphany Lutheran 

Castle Rock, CO 

 

Address Changes 
William and Joyce Goldsboro 

16657 E. Aubury Dr. 

Parker, CO  80134 
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December Anniversaries 

Sanctuary Wall Crosses  
Can you guess which of the sanctuary wall 

crosses is the one described below? Each 

monthõs VOICE will feature one of the crosses 

weõve received. We are also putting together a 

booklet with the description and picture; this 

will be fastened to the sanctuary wall for all to 

see/read. 

 

Cross from Waco TX  

~ Uhlig-Schallenmuller 

When Lisa Uhlig and Cynthia Schallenmuller traveled to 

Texas, to take Beth (daughter/niece) to college, they found 

this cross for our sanctuary. The dove-on-silver is a beautiful 

reminder that God gives His Spirit to care for His children, no 

matter where they are! 

Barb Yonkers 

6405 S Dayton St #108 

Englewood, CO  80111 

 
Erin Yonkers 

6405 S Dayton St #108 

Englewood, CO  80111 

 

Troy and Dawnine Haskins 

P. O. Box 620340 

Littleton, CO 80162 

 

Advent Suppers Offer Food and Fellowship 
Come and eat a great homemade 

meal, enjoy some fellowship, and stay 

for Advent Worship at 7 p.m. Our 

Advent Theme for this year is 

Prophets ð Priests ð Kings.  

 

Advent Suppers will be held in the 

Parish Hall on Wednesdays, December 4, 11, and 18, 

beginning at 5:45 p.m. Each Advent Supper is sponsored by 

a Shepherd ministry. A free-will offering, on behalf of the 

sponsoring ministry, is taken at each dinner.   

 

This is our time of preparation for the celebration of Jesus, 

our Prophet, Priest, and King! 

Thanks for Being Part of Our Thanksgiving Food 

Drive ð òNeighbor Helping Neighboró 

Thank you to all who contributed Jell-O, vegetables, soup, 

Turkey Bucks, and the many other items to our annual 

Shepherd of the Hills Thanksgiving Food Drive. Your 

contributions assisted Inter-Faith Community Services in 

providing more than 600 holiday baskets. The baskets will 

be given out to our neighbors, families and seniors in south 

Denver who would not be able to celebrate the holiday 

without help. Thank you for sharing Jesusõ love through your 

act of giving. 

Chris and Alexandra Harden 

Mitch and Janet Seek 

Donavon and Tiffany Buss 

Dave and Darlene Soderquist 

Herm and Kathy Heine 

Kurt and Valerie Brockman 

Greg and Sara Zillinger 

Tim and Sara Schwankl 

Brad and Jodie Stoltenow 
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28 

 

29 

30 

Shepherd of the Hills Endowment Grant Update 
One of the endowment funds in our account is the SOTH 

Grant In Aid Education Fund, currently at  $25,542.40. This 

Endowment Fund was established to provide assistance to 

those families who would like to send their children to 

SOTHCS but need some financial assistance in order to do 

so.  Annually, funds from this account are sent to the 

SOTHCS Grant in Aid program for distribution to those who 

require a little tuition assistance.   

 

Prayfully consider donations to this fund. The larger the fund 

grows the more children can be provided with a Christian 

Education.  Your donations to this fund will be a gift that will 

keep on giving for many, many years into the future.  

Donations to this fund can be made through your church 

envelopes by labeling it SOTH Endowment Grant In Aid.   

2014 Altar Flower Chart 
Please sign up to donate altar flowers.   Fresh bouquets are 

a wonderful way to commemorate a special occasion such 

as a birthday, anniversary, or in memory of your loved ones.  

Maybe youõd like to donate them just to beautify the Chancel 

or gym.  The flower calendar for the Sanctuary is located on 

a stand in the Narthex.  Look for the Contemporary Service 

calendar on the bulletin board in the gym.  The beautiful 

arrangements cost $30 per bouquet.  Following Sunday 

services, you may take your donated flowers home with you.  

Our bouquets are provided by Woodlawn Floral of Littleton. 

SUPPORT 



 

 

Missions and Ministries Missions and Ministries   Page 4 December 2013 

Ministry Opportunities 
Priscilla Circle serves meals for families after funerals and 

assists with held-in-the-Parish-Hall wedding meals. If you are 

interested in being part of this circle as a helper or to bring 

food for these occasions, please contact Marge Duffy at 303-

798-3343 or mlduffy2@msn.com. 
 

Loving Meals Ministry 

When someone in our Shepherd family has surgery or 

becomes ill, help with preparing meals may be needed. If you 

or someone you know could use this kind of help of small 

meals on a short-term basis, please contact the church office 

at 303-798-0711 and you will be contacted by one of our 

meal coordinators. 
 

Contemporary Service Altar Setup/Cleanup Team 

This setup/cleanup team takes turns preparing the altar for 

the Contemporary services by filling candles and setting out 

the altar ware on Sunday mornings. After the service, things 

get put away. It doesnõt take much time and there are no 

meetings to attend. To be a part of this team, please contact 

Kathy Baker - dkbaker4@gmail.com or  

Steve Berscheid - berscheid@comcast.net  
 

The women of Ruth/Altar Circle prepare the chancel area in 

the Sanctuary for the traditional services. Communion 

preparations, changing paraments, filling candles with oil and 

vacuuming are just a few of the duties performed before 

services. On Communion Sundays, there is cleanup after the 

services. We get together for a short meeting and enjoy 

fellowship and devotion the third Tuesday of each month, 

September through May. Weõre always looking for women to 

help with preparations and Communion cleanup. The work is 

shared among our members, so it isnõt a big commitment of 

time. Even if you donõt want to come to the meetings, please 

consider assisting with Communion cleanup after the services. 

Contact Carmen Smith 303-770-3722 or Kathy Baker 720-

344-9229. 
 

Eyeglasses Donated 

Thank you for the 87 pair of eyeglasses collected in 2012.  

They have been delivered to the Lions Club for distribution to 

the needy.  A collection basket is in the Information/Cry 

Room for your convenience.  Used hearing aids are also 

collected.  Thank you for sharing with the less fortunate. 

Who Benefits from Stephen Ministry? 
Everybody benefits from Stephen Ministry.  Those 

receiving care from Stephen Ministers benefit 

because they receive prayer and support 

throughout the crisis they face.  Stephen 

Ministers benefit through the spiritual growth they 

experience from being involved in meaningful ministry. Our 

pastors benefit because caring ministry at Shepherd of the 

Hills is expanded, and fewer people slip through the cracks.  

Most of all you benefit from the knowledge that special care 

is available to you should you need it.  In addition, you now 

have a place where you can refer a friend, neighbor, 

coworker, relative, or anyone else you know who is going 

through a difficult time so that they can receive special care 

when they need it most.  Stephen Ministry makes Shepherd 

of the Hills a much more caring place! 

 

If you are wondering whether the care of a Stephen Minister 

is for you and would like more information to make a 

decision, please call one of the Pastors or one of our 

Stephen Leaders: Ron Manuello (303-979-7776),  Judy 

Hillman (303-798-2366),  Megan Luft (303-798-4614), Gary 

Stephenson (303-858-1973). 

Openings for Counseling in Older Adult and 

Caregiver Services (OACS) Program 
Dana Lahoff, LCSW, has immediate openings for counseling 

clients for the Older Adult and Caregiver Services Program of 

Lutheran Family Services.  She specializes in counseling 

services to older adults and/or caregivers and in issues 

surrounding grief and loss, aging, care-giver stress, 

depression and anxiety.  

 

Clients can be seen either in her office at 363 S. Harlan St, 

Denver (close to the intersection of Sheridan and Alameda) 

or in their home.  Clients can also be seen in assisted living 

or skilled nursing facilities or even the hospital! 

 

We bill most insurances including: Medicare, Blue Cross/

Blue Shield, Anthem/United Healthcare/Optimum, Humana, 

Cigna, Colorado Access.  Counseling services can also be 

Support LFSRM on Colorado Gives Day 
Please support LFS on Colorado Gives Day! On Tuesday, 

December 10, Coloradans will come together again to raise 

millions of dollars for nonprofits like ours. Funds received on 

Colorado Gives Day will support our programs and services 

across the Rocky Mountain region and help us continue to 

Heal, Strengthen and Provide Hope to children and families. 

paid for through our private pay fee scale ð rates between 

$45-95 a session, based on the clientõs income.  Travel fees 

apply for home, hospital or facility sessions. 

 

Call Barbara Bollmann at (303) 217-5864 for more 

information or to schedule an appointment.  If you have 

specific questions for Dana, she can be reached at (303) 

217-5843 . 
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Missionary UpdateñNovember 2013 
Betty Adams:  Betty Adams writes that Feruza is attending 

school in her home town, is learning and happy.  There are no 

plans at this time to bring her back to the United States for 

treatment.  Betty encourages the students at the Greenhouse 

to continue their visits to the various orphanages. 
  
Sonia Gilbertson:  Soniaõs team attended a student leader 

retreat.  The òobjective was training and encouraging the 

Christian students in our movement to share their faith.ó  

Another team just completed a mission trip to the western 

part of the country.   
 

Rev. Tim and Beth Heiney:  When the Heineys arrived in West 

Africa nearly 30 years ago there was just one Lutheran 

Seminary.  Today there are two more seminaries.   The 

Heineys are a part of the Africa Management Team and 

recently attended the October meeting in Ghana.  

Missionaries have been serving in West Africa for over 150 

years.  Since their recent newsletter Beth Heiney has 

returned to the United States and is being treated for a heart 

condition.  Prayers are requested that prescribed medication 

will control the problem. 
  
Tim and Heidi Norton:  The Nortons request prayers to fight 

the many spiritual battles at Navajo.  Tim writes that he òhad 

the peculiar experience of subbing for the Navajo language 

and culture teacher at the junior high school.  It turns out 

they are using the same textbook that I am for my own 

language learning, and it turns out that many of the students 

donõt speak Navajo at home, so I wasnõt entirely at sea, and I 

was able to help a few of them, and they were also able to 

help me!  I am hoping that through repeated exposure to the 

students, I can develop relationships where I can be a friend, 

and show them Godõs love, and of course invite them to 

follow Jesus.ó 

 

Doug and Tricia Stoner:  The Stoners are beginning to feel at 

home in Vienna.  They are working hard to learn German.  

They are òstill visiting churches trying to see where the Lord 

would have us join.  Pray for wisdom and clarity.ó  Forming a 

Pioneer team in Vienna has top priority for encouragement 

and direction in ministry. 

   

Sharron Wilen:  Sharron describes how putting a halter on a 

horse brings a new perspective on someoneõs life.  After 20 

minutes of attempting to place a halter on a horse, a 15-year-

old visiting the ranch was asked òif that halter reminded him 

of anything in this life.ó  After thinking for a minute he replied, 

òIt reminds me of when I was hooked on drugs and was trying 

to get my life figured out.ó  After some discussion, he said the 

horse òreminded him of himself, because he was trying to 

help the horse, but he kept moving away and lifting his head 

too high for him to reachéand during the process of 

recovering from drugs, there were people who tried to come 

alongside him to help him and he always sabotaged their 

efforts.ó  Further comparisons allowed him to halter the 

horse within minutes.  òPraise God for how He works in and 

through all things!ó    

  

~MISSIONS/Missionary Support Ministry 
 

All missionaries must raise their own living expenses.  The 

funds are received from churches and individual donors.  

You or your small group may, at any time, give to a specific 

missionary by marking their name on òOtheró on your 

Shepherd offering envelope.  Consider individually or as a 

group adopting one of these missionaries.  More information 

on the missionaries can be found on the church website, or 

contact Maynard Buck, Mission Ministry Leader. 

Letter from Pastor (cont.)Letter from Pastor (cont.)  
none of these overwhelming gifts and graces were hers. 

Among the other women and neighbors she was esteemed 

no more highly than before and did not ask to be.  She was 

still a poor townswoman among the lowliest.  What a simple 

pure heart was hers.  What an amazing person she was!  

What mightiness was hidden below her lowliness!  How many 

were there who met her, talked with her, ate and drank with 

her, and perhaps looked down upon her, who, had they 

known, would have been overpowered in her presence.  

(Martin Lutherõs Christmas Book, Edited by Roland Bainton, 

Augsburg Publishing House, used by permission of 

Westminster Press, 1948, pg. 19-22.) 
 

When I think of the Advent and Christmas seasons I think of 

the humility and humble estate into which Jesus was born.  

His mother was not a queen living in a royal palace.  She was 

a young and lowly house maiden as Luther describes.  Jesus 

was not born in the rich and opulent surroundings of a royal 

dwelling.  He was born in the cold and dark lowliness of a 

small manure-ridden animal shelter because there was no 

room for either Him, or His mother, where all the fortunate 

people were staying. 
 

As our family at Shepherd of the Hills enters into the season 

of Advent, my prayer is that we will do so with the humility of 

Mary who has set us such a fine example.  For you see, the 

Creator of the entire universe put you and me before His very 

own Son, Jesus Christ, whom He sent to the shame of the 

cross to forgive our sins and restore us as His very own.  God 

has always put you and me first in the interest of bringing to 

us salvation and eternal life. 
 

May we, in remembrance of Mary and her Son, do likewise 

for those around us as we remain in steadfast faith to God 

and in fervent love for one another. 

 

Blessings 

Dr. Bradley R. Stoltenow 



 

 

Dear Friends, 
God had something to celebrate: He had the 

solution for swallowing the sin of the world 

and saving His children! He told the 

PROPHETS to preach His words to His 

children, who struggled in sin. The prophets 

spoke of the greatest Prophet to come: The 

Anointed OneñThe One Set Apart for Special 

ServiceñThe Messiah. 

 

One of the early prophets, Moses, had something to 

celebrate: God was providing PRIESTS to offer sacrifices for 

the sins of the people! The sacrifices would show God their 

sorrow over sin as they received His welcome forgiveness. 

Moses explained all of this to the Children of Israel, so they 

could celebrate how God was going to reach down to save 

them through a sacrificial Priest: The Messiah. 

 

The Children of Israel had something to celebrate: God said 

He would give them a king! Some of the KINGS were terrific; 

someñnot so much. All through the ups and downs of the 

kings, though, God had His people repeat the stories of His 

rescue, His mercy, His love, His forgiveness, His promise of 

the King of kings: The Messiah. They told their children, who 

told their childrenéuntil...  

 

God the Father had something to celebrate: the time was 

finally perfect for sending The Messiah to earth! He shared 

His news with the angels so they could celebrate with Him 

and be His news-carriers. 

 

The angels had something to celebrate: God was sending His 

only Son to save an entire worldñpast, present, future! They 

told the shepherds about The Messiah so they could 

celebrate, too. 

 

The shepherds had something to celebrate: they were getting 

a savior and they could see Him first! They saw Baby Jesus, 

The Messiah, and then told all those in the area so they 

could celebrate, too. 

 

Godõs people continue to celebrate HIStory of salvation. And 

when we have something to celebrate, we want someone to 

celebrate with! WE choose YOU!  

 

Weõre preparing special celebration times to: 

     \ discover what God has to say to us through the words 

and actions of His prophets, priests, and kings 

     \  learn how Prophet + Priest + King = Messiah 

     \ receive encouragement as God sends us out to be 

prophets, priests, and kings 

 

(You should be detecting a theme hereé       )  

 

John Newton, the author of the poem, Amazing Grace, 

penned this verse also; may it be your reason to celebrate, 

this New Church Year and always. Happy New Year! 

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 

My PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING, 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring! 

 
~John Newton, LSB 524 

 

And on that note~ 

 

Serving the Master Musician, 

Gail Black  
 

PS Look for most of the Sunday Gospel readings to be from 

the Gospel of Matthew; we are in Three-Year Lectionary: 

Series A. 

 

PS Jr  The Gospel of Matthew was written largely to prove to 

Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. The Old 

Testament is quoted extensively to show how Jesus, in His 

life and ministry, fulfilled OT Scriptures. (Interesting Tidbit: 

Matthew is the only Gospel written specifically for the Jews, 

yet Matthew is the only writer who mentions the Wise Menñ

the first Gentile converts! Youõll want to come on Epiphany 

Sunday to celebrate that story!) 

 

Preaching: 
Dec 1: Pastors Goldhammer and Zillinger  

Dec 4: Pastor Stoltenow 

Dec 8: Pastors Stoltenow and Zillinger  

Dec 11: Pastor Zillinger  

Dec 15: Pastors Stoltenow and Zillinger 

Dec 18: Pastor Stoltenow 

Dec 22: Pastors Stoltenow and Naeem 

Dec 24/5: Pastors Stoltenow and Zillinger 

Dec 29: Pastors Golter and Zillinger 

Dec 31: Pastor Zillinger      
 

Order of Service: 
See the Advent schedule on Page 7.  

December 2013 Page 6 
Music NotesMusic Notes  

SING FOR A SEASON 
 

Christmas Eve Choir: Those who enjoy singing but canõt 

commit to choir every Wed, Sept thru May, are invited 

to join Shepherdõs Chorale for December Wed 

practices to sing for the 7p Christmas Eve Divine 

Service. 

 When: after Wed Advent services, approx 7:45p 

      Dec 4, 11, 18 

 Where: sanctuary òloftó 

What: a Messiah chorus, a Bach chorale, a version of 

Angels  We Have Heard on High 
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Special Holy~Day Preparations   
at Shepherd of the Hills  

*Please join your church family; ask your friends to become part of our family!* 
 

ADVENT 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                            
PROPHETS  ~   PRIESTS   ~    KINGS 

 
Advent Weds: Dec 4, 11, 18 @ 7p 

Soup Suppers @ 5:45p in the Parish Hall 
 

 
Day School Programs :     

Tues Dec 17 @ 7p (K-8th gr) ~ gym: òThe 12 Days of Christmasó 
Thurs Dec 19 @ 6:30p (Early Learning Center) ~  

gym: òSilent Night Holy Nightó 
 

 
Sunday School Program :  

Sun Dec 22 @ 10:45a ~ gym: òMiracle in a Mangeró 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 2013 

Christmas Eve Divine Services  
all with Holy Communion  

 
3p (Traditional) ~ sanctuary 
5p (Contemporary) ~ gym 
7p (Traditional) ~ sanctuary 
11p Vigil ~ sanctuary 

Christmas Day : 10a with Holy Communion 
New Yearsõ Eve: 6p (new time!), Holy Communion 

 
 

 
EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 2014 

observed Jan 5 
8 & 10:45a Traditional; 10:45a Contemporary; all with Communion 

   MYRRH                INCENSE             GOLD 
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QUESTION:  I was disappointed to learn that 

my college-age daughter has plans to share an 

apartment with a girlfriend and two young 

men.  She says they are just friends.  We have 

younger daughters who are watching and 

listening to how this situation plays out.  Her 

father and I could use some help to come up 

with some convincing reasons to dissuade her.  Can you 

help? 

 

ANSWER:  Iõm hoping you are looking for some convincing 

biblical reasons.  If we go by what is òpracticaló or òpopularó, 

if we go by the òWhatõs wrong with it?ó philosophy of looking 

at morality, then we will find ourselves caught in the quagmire 

of relativism, pragmatism and opinion. 

 

As Christians, we determine our morality by what God reveals 

to us in Holy Scripture.  What is right is what God says.  

Christian morality is prescriptive:  based on what òshould beó 

not what is popular, pragmatic, voted in, or culturally 

commonplace.  It is deontological (duty-centered), not 

teleological (end-result-centered). 

 

The world would like us to believe there are many moral ògray 

areasó.  I believe there are few.  The world would like us to 

believe that morality is determined by the individual or the 

society.  Christians believe morality is determined by God.  

With Bible in hand, itõs time for a well-rehearsed, heart-to-

heart talk with your daughter.  Your mood is critical, and 

should be one of calmness, seriousness and loving concern.  

If her relationship with Christ is important to her, the following 

points will matter to her.   

 

1.  Donõt be naµve my precious daughter; friends donõt always 

stay friends (Consider that TV show by the same name.).  In 

the intimacy of a shared residence, opportunities and 

changes happen that are unforeseen.   

 

2.  Donõt give Satan a foothold, my precious one.  Donõt think 

you are òspiritual enoughó to avoid the thoughts and 

temptations that will be consistently put before you.  òLet 

anyone who thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall.ó It is 

hard enough for a young person to live a sexually pure life 

without purposely placing herself in situations where 

temptation abounds.  Avoidance is good policy when it comes 

to opportunities to sin in sexual ways. 

 

3.  This choice is not just about you, my daughter.  Consider 

the effect on believers and unbelievers who look in from the 

outside.  A Christian should make certain there is no reason 

for rumor or misinterpretation to occur.  Our example should 

be morally pure.  People will always put their own òspinó onto 

the situation.  òLet your light shine before men, that they may 

see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heavenó Mt. 

5:16  òBut among you (believers) there must not be EVEN A 

HINT of sexual immorality, or ANY KIND of impurity, or of 

greed, because these are improper for Godõs holy people  EP. 

5:3.  òLive such good lives among the pagans that, though 

they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.ó  1 PE 2:12   

Godõs reputation is entrusted to his people; you are His 

precious daughter. 

 

4.  Consider the effect on your younger sisters, (in this case, 

your younger siblings) who look to you for leadership and 

example.  Whether or not you can òhandle it,ó they might not.  

Your example might give them permission to enter a situation 

where they will fall into temptation.  òThings that cause 

people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person 

through whom they come.ó LK. 17:1 Christians should not be 

a stumbling block to other believers.  òDo not cause anyone 

to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of Godó 

1COR 10:32.  òMake up your mind not to put any stumbling 

block or obstacle in your brotherõs wayó  RM 14:13.  òBe 

careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not 

become a stumbling block to the weakó 1COR 8:9.   

 

5.  Beloved, try to find any evidence in Scripture to support 

the idea that this choice is wise, prudent, in the best interests 

of young Christians, in your best interest, is a good example, 

or will foster a good reputation.  òDonõt let anyone look down 

on you because you are young, but set an example for the 

believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purityó 1 

TIM 4:12.   

 

6.  The Corinthian congregation had a òWhatõs wrong with it?ó 

attitudeé a òWe can do whatever we want!ó attitude.  

òEverything is permissible for us,ó they would say.  St. Paul 

would respond:  òBut not everything is beneficialó 1 COR 6.   

Instead of asking òWhat is wrong with it?ó ask:  òWhat is right 

about it, my daughter?ó  Will this arrangement be good for 

Godõs reputation?  Will it make it easier for you to have pure 

thoughts?  Will it make it easier for the young men who live 

with you to have pure thoughts?  Will it help you shine as 

òlightó, or will you blend in better with the òdarkness?ó 

 

So many young people today have no clue about morals and 

ethics.  They look to the media or whatõs popular or 

pragmatic.  No wonder!  Many adults are confused, 

compromised, and unsure of how to determine right and 

wrong.  This is an opportunity for your daughter to experience 

your convictions (and, hopefully revisit her own) based on the 

revealed Word of God; do not fail her!   
 

If she still chooses badly after hearing what God has to say, 

she will have clearly exposed her spiritual condition.  You will 

know just how much she needs your prayers, 

encouragement, and example.  After having tried lovingly and 

honestly to director her in godly ways using the truth of 

Scripture, stay engaged in her life, regardless of her choice.  

Your disapproval of her moral choices does not mean your 

withdrawal. 
 

Jack Lipski, M.A. 
Shepherd of the Hills Christian Counselor 
(Permission to copy granted for personal use only.) 

Jackõs CornerJackõs Corner  
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It is the main purpose in all of our goals and visions to feed the youth of 

our congregation in Word and Sacrament and to witness the Grace in 

Christ to the youth of our community! Contact Pastor Zillinger at 

gzillinger@sothfamily.org for more information about any youth group 

activities. You can find a calendar of youth activities online at http://

shepherdhills-church.org/calendar/. Select the group you want to view 

from the drop-down menu. 
 

SHYP- Shepherd of the Hills Young People (High School students) 

Meets every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Youth Room for Sunday School 

and every Sunday at 6 pm.  Upcoming events: Lock-In, Dec. 27, 7 pm 

 

Preteen and Teen eXtremeñ Meets every Sunday at 4 pm in the Youth 

Room. Upcoming events: Family Movie Matinee, Dec. 15, 4 pm. 

Focusing on the Amazing Gift of Jesus Christ 
Growing up, my family had many Christmas traditions.  These traditions often 

started the weekend after Thanksgiving.  Boxes of Christmas decorations were 

pulled out of storage, garland was stretched, lights strung, stockings hung.   

 

Living away from extended family meant our Christmas traditions also included 

the anxious anticipation of the mail delivery trucks stopping to unload the boxes 

of presents sent from family in other states.  These shipping boxes were eagerly 

unpacked and the presents excitedly admired before placing them under the 

tree.   

 

Now, with my own family, some of these traditions from my childhood have 

continued.  Some traditions from my husbandõs family have been incorporated.  

And, as our own nuclear family, we have created some traditions of our own.  

  

What has not changed is what we as a family are celebrating.  This season of the 

church year focuses on the amazing gift of Jesus Christ-Jesus, the son of God, 

entering into the world in the form of an infant.  He is the fulfillment of a promise 

from God made thousands of years before.   

 

Christ is the ultimate gift to us as our Savior.  A gift that is undeserved, yet a gift 

freely given to us by God.  A gift necessary due to our own sinful nature.  Thanks 

be to God for this amazing gift!   

 

As you add your traditions of Christmas into these next few weeks, may you be 

reminded of this blessed gift of Jesus Christ, the gift to admire and value most.   

 

Blessings and Peace to you and your family this Wonderful Christmas Season.   

 

Meredith Arldt 
Principal  

Shop Streets at Southglenn  and 

Earn Money for Our School 
Need new tires for your car? Shop Sears 

at Southglenn. Want new clothes? Shop 

Macyõs, the new H&M and many other 

clothing stores at The Streets at 

Southglenn. Want to join a club? Check 

out 24 Hour Fitness at Streets at 

Southglenn. Want to go out to eat? Check 

out Five Star Burgers, Mellow Mushroom 

and many other restaurants at Streets at 

Southglenn. August 15, 2013 through 

April 30, 2014, if you save your receipts 

and turn them in at the concierge desk at 

Southglenn or here at Shepherd you will 

help our school win $250-$2500.  

Earn Bonus Points for  The 

Streets at Southglenn Gift Cards 
When you purchase a Streets at 

Southglenn gift card for any amount over 

$20, youõll earn 1,000 bonus points for 

Shepherd of the Hills Christian School. 

The gift cards can be used at nearly all 

retailers and restaurants at The Streets at 

Southglenn, so they are great gifts. You 

can purchase cards at Guest Services in 

the lobby between the parking garage and 

Bar Louie. There will be a $2.00 service 

fee tacked onto the purchase. Users will 

also earn points for every dollar spent 

when using the card. P
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